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Senate Passes Historic Health Care Reform Bill

Zeta Phi Beta Continues To Inform With Town Hall Me

etings

December 23, 2009, Washington, DC — The House of Representatives and Senate have now

voted to pass versions of the health reform bill. According to released information, when the

House passed their version recently no chamber of Congress had ever before passed

comprehensive health reform. At the time President Barack Obama said “This is history.” With the

passage of the Senate version, health care reform moves closers to

a final vote.

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., is part of this historic moment,
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From left to right: Sheryl P. Underwood,
International President-Zeta Phi Beta, Rev. Dr.
Al B. Sutton — Pastor of Sixth Avenue Baptist
Church in Birmingham, AL and Panelists Bruce
Pettway and Patrick Cooper.
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meaningful and

opportunities for communities to discuss Health Care Reform
legislation.

Even after the bill is signed into law, Zeta Phi Beta will
continue to work, through its Health Justice Program, on issues that
affect national and international interest well-being.
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Zeta Phi Beta From left to right:
Constance Hendricks, Ph.D. - National
DirectorHealth Justice Sheryl P.
Underwood, International President and
Vivian Marvray - Alabama State
Director.

In its final form the Health Care reform bill would be recorded in history as the most

significant change, of the twenty-first century, to health care coverage and delivery. Zeta Phi Beta

Sorority, Inc. and its International President Sheryl P. Underwood

, felt that as an international

organization Zeta Phi Beta should assume a leadership role in the current discussions.

International President-Zeta Phi Beta.
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The inaugural Zeta Phi Beta Health Justice Town Hall Meeting on H

ealth Care was

held in historic Birmingham, AL, a city and state that has meant much in the struggle for fair and

equitable civil rights for all citizens. The event, held at Sixth Avenue Baptist Church - Rev. Dr. Al

B. Sutton, Pastor - set the tone for subsequent events across the country. The national Zeta Phi

Beta Health Justice Town Hall Meetings on Health Ca

re are facilitated by Constance

Hendricks, Ph.D., RN - National Director of the Zeta Phi Beta Health Justice signature initiative

and are coordinated by local Zeta Phi Beta Sorority
leadership. Alabama State Director Vivian Marvray

coordinated the inaugural Town Hall Meeting in
Birmingham.

Successful events have been held in many cities
across the country. In Tallahassee, FL, students and

alumni participated in a Town Hall Meeting that was

included in the schedule of homecoming activities for
Florida A&M University (FAMU). Zeta Phi Beta President
Underwood joined a four-person
panel for the health forum, which
included the former president of
the Florida Academy of Family
Physicians Dr. Cyneetha Strong
and Florida Department of Health
HIV/AIDS Prevention Supervisor
Leisha McKinley-Beach.
In Detroit, MI, the event,
by WWJ-TV  Senior

Producer Carol Cain, garnered

hosted

the support of the Boll Family
YMCA, Metro-Detroit Chapter of
the Coalition of Labor
Women (CLUW) and the Kappa
Rho Zeta Chapter, Zeta Phi Beta

Union

Sorority, Inc. In Chicago, IL, the

Top: Dr. Cyneetha Strong (middle) and Dr.
Cynthia Harris (right) can't contain their laughter
after hearing some funny stories by health
panelist Leisha McKinley-Beach during
Thursday's health forum. Florida A&M
University Office of Student Activities partnered
with the Florida Department of Health, Women's
Health Program and Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
to host a Health Forum. Bottom: President
Underwood sets the example by visiting the
health center during her FAMU visit. Far Left -
Top: Many students attended the health forum.
Far Left — Bottom: President Underwood reacts
during the panel discussion. Photo credit: Mike
Ewen, the Tallahassee Democrat.

Town Hall Meeting drew nearly 200 attendees and 10 participating Zeta Phi Beta chapters.

Another highly successful event was held in Indianapolis, IN, where the March of Dimes was

actively involved in supporting the efforts of Zeta Phi Beta. Panelists included: Dr. Virginia Caine,
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Marion County Health Department, Dr. Lauren Dungy-
Poythress, Community Health Network of Indianapolis, Ms.
Joanne Martin, R.N., IU School of Nursing and President
Underwood. The Indiana Town Hall Meeting was preceded
by an elegant event to support the UNCF.

The events, which are open to the public, will
continue even after the final vote on Health Care Reform

L - R: Dr. Lauren Pythress- Dungy, Dr. Joanne occurs. The role then becomes one of education and

Martin- Tanya HaneMOD, Dr. Virginia Cane

Minjoo Morlan-MOD. Mary AlexanderMOD awareness, helping local communities understand what

happens next after the bill is passed.

According to International President Underwood,
“It's important that Zeta Phi Beta Sorority assumes a
leadership role in the conversation around this very
important issue. It is far too important a topic for our voices
to remain silent. This could very well be the most
significant health care reform legislation of our time.” She

Front row Dymesha Adamsgifanya Hand - adds, “We want to provide local communities, across the

MOD Indiana Director 8d row: Loretta Taylor, . . .
Dena ClaxtonSherylUnderwood, Aleta Harper ~ COUNtry, the opportunity to discuss Health Care reform with

Cobbs clarity and civility.”

Underwood issued a Presidential mandate that all
850 chapters and auxiliaries host Town Hall Meetings in
their communities. Underwood, who also hosts a radio
show on XM/Sirius satellite radio, dedicated her entire
October 20 show to a discussion on health care. Guests
included Congresswoman Donna M. Christenson, co-Chair

of the Congressional Black Caucus Health and Wellness

Taskforce and Dr. Lucy Perez, National Director of
Intergovernmental and Public Affairs for Zeta Phi Beta Sorority.

Zeta Phi Beta Health Justice Town Hall Meetings on ~ Health Care have been held in
Tallahassee, FL, Hartford, CT, Mirmar, FL (near Ft. Lauderdale), Houston, TX, Atlanta, GA,
Birmingham, AL, Baltimore, MD, Inglewood, CA, Chicago, IL, Detroit, Ml, Indianapolis, IN,
Boston, MA, Chattanooga, TN and Nashville, TN.

For more information and updates on the upcoming Town Hall Meetings Vvisit

ZPhiB1920.org.
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About Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated: Founded in 1920, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority was
established for the purposes of promoting the cause of education by encouraging the highest
standards of scholarship through scientific, literary, cultural and educational programs; promoting
charitable projects on college campuses and within the community; fostering the spirit of sisterly
love, and promoting the idea of Finer Womanhood.



